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October 2, 2020 

Village of Oak Brook 
1200 Oak Brook Road 
Oak Brook, IL 60523-2255 

RE: Resolution 2020-OPP-GMD-R-1900 "Resolution of Opposition to Graue Mill 
Dam Removal" adopted by the Village of Oak Brook on September 8th

, 2020. 

Dear President Lalmalani and Trustees Barr, Cuevas, Manzo, Saiyed, Tiesenga and 
Yusuf: 

I am providing this letter on behalf of the DRSCW's Board of Directors in response 
to the Village of Oak Brook's above-referenced resolution in opposition to the 
DRSCW proposal to remove the dam adjacent to Graue Mill in the Fullersburg 
Woods Forest Preserve on Salt Creek. The Village took the unusual step of mailing 
this resolution not only to the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County as the 
dam's owner, but also to all DRSCW members. This necessitates our written reply 
since the resolution contains a number of factual errors and, more unfortunately, 
accusations that some DRSCW wastewater treatment members are not meeting 
their IEPA permit obligations. In correcting this information, the DRSCW is seeking 
to keep the public discussion based on facts. We are continuing to maintain the 
website at www.restoresaltcreek.org to make the science and public record behind 
the development of the Master Plan transparent and publicly available. 

First "Whereas" (page 1 of 3) 

The paragraph states the site is "host to the Graue Mill dam and reservoir pond 
created by that dam, which in turn is listed in the National Historic Register of the 
United States". 

The national historic register does not actually include either the dam or the 
reservoir pond in the site description, the supporting photographs, or site map. The 
mill building alone is listed as the historical site.1
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The paragraph notes that Salt Creek was a "source of historic power" to the mill. 

The current dam was constructed in 1934, and it is several feet lower than the prior 

dams that had actually powered the mill2 (those were destroyed by floods in 1839 

and 1916). The current dam is unable to power the mill. Rather, the gears are 

currently operated by an electric motor. It should also be noted that there was no 

dam at the site for 33 of the 97 years between the dates of the construction of the 

first dam (1837) and the new construction (1934). 

Second "Whereas" (page 1 of 3) 

This paragraph states that the DRSCW includes "eleven (11) municipalities 

operating sewage treatment plants (the "Sewage Plants") that release sewage into 

Salt Creek". Sewage is "refuse liquids or waste matter usually carried off by 

sewers"3 or the "The used household water and water-carried solids that flow in 

sewers to a wastewater treatment plant. The preferred term is WASTEWATER"4

(emphasis from source material). Sewage is, by definition, untreated sanitary 

wastewater, prior to treatment at a plant. Under normal operations no DRSCW 

member treatment plant is releasing sewage to Salt Creek, or any other waterbody. 

Such an action would violate Federal and State laws. Treatment plants capture and 

clean up the organic and waste material from human civilization (sewage or more 

properly wastewater) and then release it after treatment in a form benign to 

human health and the environment known as wastewater effluent. 

Each treatment plant operates under a strict National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) permit from the IEPA that dictates both the quantity 

and quality of treated effluent it may release. Pollutant concentration levels for 

treated effluent (plant outflow) in permits are set in accordance with IL Effluent 

Standards (Ill Admin Code 35 Part 304} and IL Water Quality Standards (Ill Code 35 

Part 302). The quality of the wastewater effluent is monitored and reported to 

the IEPA. If a plant violates its permit, it may be subject to both fines and remedial 

action. All plants are operating in compliance with their permits. 

DRSCW does not charge "discharge fees" to its members. Rather,  it is funded by 

voluntary membership dues, as well as a voluntary special assessment for 
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